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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 
Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

MR D.T. REDMAN (Warren–Blackwood) [3.43 pm] — without notice: I move — 

That the standing orders be suspended so far as to enable the following motion to be moved forthwith — 

That, in the event that a scheduled sitting day of the house does not take place, the usual process 
for questions on notice that would have occurred on that day, still occurs. 

I want to quickly put on the record that the Leader of the Nationals WA was not happy to suspend standing orders 
unless the government supported the motion. I understand there have been discussions about that, which is pleasing, 
and no doubt we will have a very quick debate on this. 

Standing Orders Suspension — Amendment to Motion 
MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Leader of the House) [3.45 pm]: I move — 

To insert after “forthwith” — 

, subject to the debate being limited to five minutes for government members and five minutes 
for non-government members 

Amendment put and passed. 

Standing Orders Suspension — Motion, as Amended 

The SPEAKER: Members, as this is a motion without notice to suspend standing orders, it will need the support 
of an absolute majority for it to proceed. If I hear a dissentient voice, I will be required to divide the Assembly. 

Question put and passed with an absolute majority. 

Motion 
MR D.T. REDMAN (Warren–Blackwood) [3.45 pm]: I move the motion. This has been a most extraordinary 
week in this place. There have been a couple of significant debates. The first was on the Supply Bill 2020 that the 
government brought on for the circumstances that we find ourselves in. With strong support from the opposition, 
the Treasurer committed to provide the opposition with budget information, should that provision be triggered. 
Today, we passed the special provisions for the standing orders. That motion was also supported by the opposition, 
and the government supported two or three amendments to that, which is pleasing. We find ourselves in a unique 
circumstance in which we must, quite rightly, consider the best interests of Western Australia. 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I remind members to keep their conversations down. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Although the opposition supports the provisions that have been made, the challenge for the 
opposition is that some of the tools the opposition has at its disposal to hold the government to account get lost. 
We have been able to get government support for a small amendment that will keep the questions on notice process 
available to the opposition, which is one of those tools. I am sure that everyone in here is aware of that but people 
outside Parliament may not know that when Parliament is not sitting, we do not have the opportunity to put 
questions on notice and therefore get responses from government. However, with the support of this motion, in 
the event that the house does not sit for whatever reason—we certainly hope that does not happen, but in the event 
that it does—the questions on notice process will be available to the opposition to ask questions and get factual 
answers to a range of issues across a range of portfolios. We think that is important given the circumstances 
Western Australia finds itself in. Although I am absolutely certain that every member of Parliament will do their 
absolute best to support their communities and Western Australia at this challenging time, it is important that we 
get factual information on government agencies. The government’s support for that is appreciated. I think it will 
help support the accountability of this place, which is something that we should all protect. 

MR Z.R.F. KIRKUP (Dawesville) [3.48 pm]: I will not speak for long. I understand the Nationals WA initiated 
this motion and negotiated it with the government’s support. Obviously, the Liberal Party supports any measure 
that we can that will help provide some sense of accountability during these extraordinary times. We appreciate 
that the government has agreed to it at this point. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Leader of the Opposition.  

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Leader of the House) [3.48 pm]: I do not want that job! I may covet 
many jobs. I might covet the Treasurer’s job, but I cannot count; I only did maths 4 at Northam Senior High School. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Leader of the House! 
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Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: I always tell people that I was runner-up dux for maths 4 at Northam Senior High 
School—and there were only four in the class! It is a true story. I was hoping for a plaque at Northam Senior High 
School. I recently visited Northam Senior High School to check and see whether there was in fact a plaque that 
recognises me. The Premier actually visited Northam Senior High School, I think last year, and he was searching 
feverishly around for any evidence that I had actually attended the school. Let me put on the record that I did attend 
Northam Senior High School and that I do not want to be Treasurer or Leader of the Opposition, because I love 
what I doing now. 

The government is happy to support this motion. Of course, as the previous member said in the previous debate, 
these are difficult times, but we need to demonstrate to Western Australians that we are up for it and we are supporting 
them and doing everything that we need to do to ensure that good government continues despite what we may face 
in the coming weeks and months. This motion is simply a justification of the processes that are important, and we 
are very happy to have received it. 

Question put and passed. 
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